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(Type  in  plain  text  or  code ) 
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(Priority  or  Method  of  Mailing) 


TO:  DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

FROM:  SA^_JIINNEAPOLIS  (157-65) 

SUBJECT:  /SBaVbOMB* 


There  axe  attached  for  the  Bureau  eight  (8)  copies 
of  a uni  and  for  Birmingham  two  (2)  copies  of  I£M  containing 
a verba tin  copy  of  an  article  appearing  in  the  "Minneapolis 
Morning  Tribune"  for  10/3/63. 

It  will  be  noted  that  this  article  concerns  a 
letter  written  by  JAMES  (VEE  WILL)  WARE  to  TOM  01£0N,  a 
high  school  boy  in  Richfield,  Minnesota. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  letter  fros  WARE  to 
OISON  is  the  result  of  OLSON  having  written  to  WARE 
consoling  WARE  about  WARE'S  brother's  death  shortly  after 
Instant  bombing. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 
FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 
October  3,  1963 
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UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS ; 

BOMBING  OF  16TH  STREET  CHURCH 
SEPIT.MBER  15,  1963 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA 


The  following  article  appeared  in  th©  "Minneapolis 
Morning  Tribune"  fcr  Thursday,  October  3,  1963s 

"LETTER  TO  RICHFIELD  BOY 
Negro  Tells  of 
Brother’s  Slaying 

!LAPP££JC-  / / — - 

"One  day  l&srtrweek , a letter  from  Janies 
(Wee  Will S^tfare,  16-year-old  Birmingham,  Ala*  j / '/ 

Negro,  affixed  in  Richfield.  7 

” \\/ 

"It  was  addressed  to  TOM^QLSON,  6939.  4th., 

Ay,_S.,  a junior  at  Richfield  High  School.  The 
pair  became  friends  this  summer  when  both  were 
delegates  at  a national  Hi-Y  conference  at 
St.  Olaf  College,  Northfield,  Minn, 

"On  Sept.  15,  Wee  Will  was  pedaling  his 
bicycle  along  a street  with  his  brother,  Virgil, 

13,  sitting  on  the  handlebars. 

"Birmingham  was  tense,  because  of  the 
bombing  earlier  of  a Negro  church,  where  four 
girls  were  killed:  Denise  McNair,  11;  Carol 

Robertson,  14;  Cynthia  Wesley,  14,  and  Addie 
Mae  Collins,  14. 


This  document  contains  neither  recommendations  nor 
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is  loaned  to  your  agency;  it  and  its  contents  are  not  to 
be  distributed  outside  your  agency. 


UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS; 

BOMBING  OF  16TH  STREET  CHURCH 
SEPTEMBER  15,  1963 
BIRMINGHAM.  ALABAMA 

"On  Dacena  Road,  the  two  boys  on  the 
bicycle  were  approached  by  a red  motorbike 
which  was  decorated  with  Confederate 
stickers  and  carrying  two  white  youths. 

One  of  the  youths  pulled  out  a pistol  and 
fired  twice.  Virgil  Ware  fell  off  the  bike, 
fatally  wounded. 

"Two  whit®  youths,  Lee  Farley  and  Larry 
Joe  Sims,  both  16,  have  been  charged  with 
murder  and  bound  over  to  a Birmingham  Grand 
Jury  that  will  convene  Monday. 

"Tom  Olson  read  about  the  shooting  in 
the  papers  and  wrote  his  friend  a consoling 
letter.  Her®  is  Wee  Will's  reply: 

"’Hi,  Tom, 

"’Things  are  really  going  bad  for  me 
down  here.  Virgil,  my  brother’s  funeral  will 
possibly  be  Sunday. 

"’The  newspapers  don’t  give  a complete 
rundown  of  what’s  going  ori  around  here.  Our 
darling  Governor  has  caused  so  much  trouble, 
until  I am  about  ready  to  leave  this  place. 

But  I figure  this  is  what  he  wants.  All  of  the 
Negroes  to  leave  Ala.  (the  nut). 

"'THE  LITTLE  girl  Denise  McNair  was  my 
next  door  neighbor’s  niece.  As  you  know  she 
was  one  of  the  girls  who  was  killed  in  the 
bombing  of  the  16th  St.  Bapt.  Church. 

"’I’ve  been  in  school  since  the  beginning 
of  the  semester  but  is  quite  hard  to  study  with 
the  fear  that  engulfs  B'ham.  We  have  a fire 
drill  almost  every  morning  because  of  a bomb 
threat . 
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UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS; 

BOMBING  OF  16TE  STREET  CHURCH 
SEPTEMBER  15,  1903 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA 

"'All  of  the  Negro  businesses  have 
closed  up  end  near  dark  there  Isn't  a Negro 
to  be  seen  on  the  street.  And  could  you 
blame  them?  The  State  Troopers  sent  here 
to  protect  us  will  ride  along  the  street 
with  their  rebel  flagged  cars  saying  'run 
nigger. ' 

"'It's  quit®  difficult  to  write  a 
cheerful  letter  under  the  circumstances  but 
in  spit®  of  all  I guess  I still  have  a lot 
t©  be  thankful  for.  Don't  forget  to  come 
to  my  funeral  when  ever  you  read  about  it. 
(Smile,  I think). 

"'Love,  Wee  Will  Ware." 
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^Bapbomb,  etal.  daily  summary. 


CHAMBLISS  GROUP 


NEIGHBORHOOD  AND  CHURCH  GROUP. 


ADDITIONAL  INDIVIDUALS  EITHER  RESIDING  OR  WHO  WERE  IN 


NEIGHBORHOOD  AT  TINE  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  CHURCH  BOMBING,  AS  WELL  AS 


ADDITIONAL  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CHURCH  CONGREGATION,  INTERVIEWED  TODAY, 


END  PAGE  TWO. 
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UNITED  STATES  Gi.  ^ERNMENT  / 

Memorandum 

to  Director,  FBI  DATE:  10/3/63 

jr\  Attn:  FBI  Laboratory,  Blectronics  Section 

/r Birmingham  (157-352) 

Wr x:  (© 

^“(Technical  Equipment) 


There  is  being  returned  to  the  Bureau  this  date  via 
Railway  Express: 

1 Uher  Stereo  Tape  Recorder  7 i?^j>  s 7] 

1 Vega  FM  Receiver  and  Accessories  X & ^ >vr_>V 


This  equipment  is  no  longer  needed  in  above  captioned 


case, 


/s?  Bureau 

(1  Package) 
1 Birmingham 
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FROM  SAC  ATLANTA 
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PAGE  THREE. 


DYNAMITE  PROJECT. 


THERE  ARE  TWO  MANUFACTURERS  IN  ALABAMA,  NAMELY,  E.  I.  DUPONT 
AT  WATSON  AND  HERCULES  AT  MC  A DORY.  BOTH  THESE  HAVE  WHOLESALE 
OUTLETS,  DUPONT/S  BEING  COWAN  EQUIPMENT  CO.,  BIRMINGHAM,  AND 
HERCULES  BEING  ALABAMA  POWDER  CO.,  BIRMINGHAM.  BOTH  OUTLET  HAVE 
APPROXIMATELY  ONE  HUNDRED  REGULAR  WHOLESALE  C USTOMERS  PLUS  THEY 


AL 


PA  O r'  I T 


Kt\7  s\wr*  nr^r* 


M?r  *r  t 


*ftrr  trA  at atiP  *t-unrp 


ju  olll  iu  mNiuiNZ.  niLinii-*  i/ul  i u inn  vnniuu^  ixrno  \jt 


BEING  CONDUCTED  IN  THE  AREA  MOST  OF  THE  WHOLESALE  BUYERS  THEN  SELL 
DYNAMITE  AND  OTHER  EXPLOSIVES  ON  A RETAIL  OR  COST  BASIS  TO  THEIR 
OWN  EMPLOYEES  OR  SMALLER  MINING  AND  CONSTRUCTION  COMPANIES.  IN 
ADDITION,  THERE  ARE  HUNDREDS  OF  QUOTE  WAGON  MINES  UNQUOTE  RUN  BY 
ONE  TO  FOUR  PERSONS  WHO  PURCHASE  DYNAMITE  DIRECTLY  FROM  THE 
DISTRIBUTOR  OR  BUY  FROM  A WHOLESALE  BUYER  IN  SMALL  LOTS.  THESE 
WAGON  MINERS  ALSO  STEAL  EXPLOSIVES  FROM  EACH  OTHER  AS  COMMON 
PRACTICE  AND  THEFTS  ARE  SELDOM  REPORTED  AS  THIS  CONSIDERED 
OCCUPATIONAL  HAZARD.  ALL  REPORTED  THEFTS  ARE  BEING  IMMEDIATELY 
CHECKED  OUT.  LARGE  MINING  OPERATIONS  SELL  DYNAMITE  DIRECTLY  TO 
THEIR  MINERS  FROM  COMPANY  STOCKS  FOR  THEIR  DAYS  WORK  AND  NO  RECORDS 
KEPT  RE  HOW  MUCH  THEY  USE  DURING  DAY  AS  THEY  DO  NOT  TURN  BACK  UNUSED 
END  PAGE  THREE. 
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PAGE  FOUR. 

DYNAMITE  OR  OTHER  EXPLOSIVES.  THERE  ARE  THOUSANDS  OF  MINERS  IN 
ALABAMA  WHO  USE  EXPLOSIVES  DAILY.  THESE  MINERS  ALSO  SWAP  DYNAMITE 
ON  CREDIT  BASIS  WHEN  SHORT  OF  MONEY  TO  BUY  FROM  COMPANY.  IN  ADDITION 


OLIN  MASSON  CO.,  OF  ILLINOIS,  HAS  A DISTRIBUTOR 
AT  JASPER,  ALA.,  AND  ATLAS  POWDER  COMPANY  AT  ONEONTA,  ALA. 

NEITHER  HAS  BEEN  CONTACTED  TO  DATE  AS  SOURCES  IN  IMMEDIATE 
BIRMINGHAM  AREA  BEING  CONCENTRATED  ON  AT  THIS  TIME.  MOST  OF  ABOVE 
COMPANIES  SELL  BOTH  HIGH  ORDER  AND  QUOTE  PERMISSIBLE  POWDER  END 
QUOTE  COMMONLY  KNOWN  AS  QUOTE  COAL  POWDER  END  QUOTE.  ALABAMA 
POWDER  COMPANY  HAS  TWO  MAGAZINES,  ONE  AT  ALDRIDGE,  ALA.  AND  AT 
BIRMINGHAM,  BUT  NO  THEFTS  REPORTED.  HERCULES  AND  E.  E.  DUPONT  HAVE 

nriW  TMirrMT^OTTC  am  MA  TDDtTIl!  SDTTTTQ  MATFIl  . r.  T rillPAMT  H45 

J\  UH  4-  V J-  IV  1 UTk  ni'lt'  nv  11«W  low****-"*  * A/w«  VII  i 

SEVERAL  THOUSAND  POUNDS  SURPLUS  MILITARY  C DASH  FOUR,  BUT  ALL  HAS 
BEEN  ACCOUNTED  FOR.  ADDITIONAL  CUSTOMERS  IDENTITIES  BEING  GLEANED 
END  PAGE  FOUR. 


PAGE  FIVE. 

FROM  FILES  ALL  SOURCES  ABOVE  AND  WILL  BE  CONTACTED  RE  SALES  DURING 
PERTINENT  PERIODS. 


CORR.  PAGE  2,  LINE  5,  WD  <$  •’FRIEND" 
END 
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TO  : DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 


date:  io/4/63 


: SAC^JBJTTSBURGH  (157-218)  (RUC) 

subje  BAFBOMB 

BIRMINGHAM ) 


Re  Birmingham  airtel  to  Bureau,  9/18/63- 


Racial  sources  of  the  Pittsburgh  office  contacted 
during  the  period  9/26  - 30/63,  and  advised  they  had  no  in- 
formation concerning  the  bombing  of  the  l6th  Street  Baptist 
Church,  Birmingham,  Alabama,  on  9/15/63* 


Bureau 

2 - Birmingham 
1 - Pittsburgh 


(157-352) 


t 


- (Rev.  2-14-61) 
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NEIGHBORHOOD  AND  CHURCH. 

SEVERAL  YOUNG  NEGROES  WHO  ATTENDED  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SERVICES 
VICTIM  CHURCH  MORNING  OF  BOMBING  INTERVIEWED.  NO  NEW  INFORMATION 


PARKED  CORNER  OF  EIGHTEENTH  ST.  AND  EIGHTH  AVE.  WHEN  EXPLOSION 
OCCURRED  ON  SIXTEENTH  ST.  BETWEEN  SIXTH  AND  SEVENTH  AVENUES, 
IMMEDIATELY  DROVE  TO  SCENE  AND  STATE  OBSERVED  NOTHING  SUSPICIOUS 
EITHER  PRIOR  TO  OR  FOLLOWING  THE  BOMBING.  ADDITIONAL  RAMBLER  STATION 
WAGONS  CHECKED.  NONE  FIT  DESCRIPTION  FURNISHED  BY  WITNESS 


END  PAGE  THREE 


INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED  THIS  DATE  SEVENTYTHREE.  PENDING  INTERVIEWS 
FOUR  HUNDRED  NINETEEN. 

CORR.  PAGE  2 HNE-2  WB-S  ^ADVISES*,  LINE  12  W&“1~'*SEVEN"~ 
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END 
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4-5?2  (R*v.  7-16-63) 
OrTiOf^Ai  TOl«*  ho.  »0 

MAT  1T42  EDITION 
CIA  CCH.  **G  1*0  1/ 

UNITED  STATE: 


IMENT 


>c 


Memorandum 


FROM 


The  Director 


N.  P.  Callahon 


DATE: 


SUBJECi  : The  Congressional  Record 


L 


*0 


Page  A6069.  Congressman  Powell,  (D)  New  York,  extended  his  remark^ 
tqf  Include  an  article  from  the  Atlanta  Constitution  of  September  15,  1S63,  entitled  "A  f 
southerner  Speaks:  A Flower  for  the  Graves. " This  article  states,  "It  is  too  late  to  1 
blame  tiie  sick  criminals  who  handled  the  dynamite.  The  FBI  and  the  police  can  deal  | 
wifii  that  kind.  The  charge  against  them  is  simple.  They  killed  four  children.  Only  foe  S. 
can  trace  the  truth,  Southerner- -you  and  t " This  article  has  been  inserted  in  the 
F/ecord  previously  by  several  other  Congressmen. 


0 


p,  j v b : n . b 


[ i < 7-/o35  ~ 

I/L  OCT  9 1S?3 


N 

f 

N9 


In  the  original  of  a memorandum  captioned  and  dated  as  above,  the  Congressional 
Record  for  7~Yj It  >Sdoa^  was  reviewed  and  pertinent  items  were 

marked  for  the  Director/s  attention.  This  form  has  been  prepared  in  order  that 
portions  of  a copy  of  the  original  memorandum  may  be  clipped,  mounted,  and  placed 
in  appropriate  Bureau  case  or  subject  matter  files. 
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4-572  {R«v.^  7-1  8- 

oniowM  tO*M  HQ.  io 
MAT  If#}  fDHIQM 

CM  OfM  MG.  MO  7*  t 

UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO  The  Director 


DATE 


FROM 


N.  P.  Callahan 


SUBJECT  The  Congressional  Record 


! 

Pages  A6093  * A6024.  Congressman  Smith,  (R)  California,  extended  his 
remarks  and  stated  ’there  has  been  considerable  confusion  surrounding  the  role  the 
public/believes  the  FBI  should  play  in  recent  civil  rights  Hareups.  I would  like  to  call 
attention  to  two  recent  articles  on  this  subject  which  point  up  that  the  FBI  actually  does 
not  have  jurisdiction  in  95  percent  of  these  cases.  Where  they  do  have  jurisdiction  they 
are  on  the  job  in  their  usual  efficient  and  effective  way.  ” The  two  articles  entitled 
’Tn:  Rights  Cases:  FBI  Operates  Only  Under  Justice  Department  Orders”  from  the  f 
Joliet  (Illinois)  Herald-News,  and  ”FBI  Gives  Top  Priority  to  Bomb  Investigation”  IJrom 
tiy  Washington  Evening  Star,  were  included  with  Mr.  Smith’s  remarks.  ' 


In  the  original  of  a memorandum  captioned  and  dated  as  above,  the  Congressional 

Record  for/^ fr  yScjacf  ?'<^U  13  was  reviewed  and  Pertinent  items  were 
marked  for  the  Director's  attention.  This  form  has  been  prepared  in  order  that 
portions  of  a copy  of  the  original  memorandum  may  be  clipped,  mounted,  and  placed 
in  appropriate  Bureau  case  or  subject  matter  files. 
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UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


The  Director 


FROM 


N.  P.  Callahan 


j Pages  A6096  - A6097.  Congressman  Andrews,  (D)  Alabama,  submitted  for 

inclusion  in  the  Record  a recent  statement  made  by  Mr.  William  M.  Spencer,  o£  J j 

Birmingham,  Alabama,  entitled  "Judgment  Without  Trial.  ” Mr.  Spencer  pointed  out  t | 

Ithat  in  reporting  the  recent  bombings  in  Birmingham  all  news  media  have  so  slanted  their 
{reports  as  to  imply  that  they  were  perpetrated  by  white  persons.  He  stated,  'The  most  \ 

I ski  Lied  investigators  of  the  FBI,  the  law  enforcement  agencies  of  Birmingham,  of  \ 

Jefferson  County,  and  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  have  searched  diligently  and  thoroughly  for  1 
j evidence  to  identify  the  criminal  or  criminals,  but  to  this  date,  there  has  been  disclosed  ] 
\to  the  public  not  one  shred,  not  one  scintilla,  of  evidence  which  would  point  an  accusing  i 

a finger  at  any  person.  - - - - We  deed  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  I 

and  of  the  Attorney  General  to  make  public  a full  report  of  all  the  facts  found  by  the 
investigators  of  the  FBI  of  the  bombings  in  Birmingham;  that  if  no  evidence  has  been  found  i 
thai  the  crime,  or  any  of  them,  were  perpetrated  by  a white  person,  or  persons,  sucfy  j 
Ifai/t  should  be  clearly  stated;  that  if  no  evidence  has  been  found  that  the  crimes,  or  any  of/; 

tllDVrt  n w—  —i 4-  — A 4 n r. f t I — — iMn-Untvi  A nw  am  am..  a4U am  aaTam 

pctpuuaicu  VJf  4*.  VJL  I-'II  WJ-iAlC?  VI  UUVUA,  Ml  UttlCl  wiutj 

^such  fact  should  be  clearly  stated.  " 


In  the  original  of  a memorandum  captioned  and  dated  as  above,  the  Congressional 
Record  for -50 was  reviewed  and  pertinent  items  were 
marked  for  the  Director's  attention,  This  form  has  been  prepared  in  order  that 
portions  of  a copy  of  the  original  memorandum  may  be  clipped,  mounted,  and  placed 
in  appropriate  Bureau  case  or  subject  matter  files. 
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10-5-63  9-10  PM  EST  PP 

DIRECTOR,  FBI  /15  7-1025/  AND  SAC  CHARLOTTE, 
BIRMINGHAM  / 15  7-352/  AND  ATLANTA. 


FROM  -$AC , SAVANNAH  / 15  7- 50  3/ 

Sap  bomb  *y  bm. 

/ 

REBUTEL  OCT.  TWO  SIXTYTHREE,  AND  SV  TEL  TO  BUREAU  OCT. 
FOUR  SIXTYTHREE. 

RESVTEL  INDICATEDflflH  INTENDED  HUNTING  ALL  DAY  OCT. 
FIVE  SIXTYTHREE. 

FIS¥R  DISCLOSED 


EFT  RESIDENCE  COLUMBIA,  S.  C 
FOUR  FIFTY  A.  M.  OCT,  FIVE  SIXTYTHREE  PROCEEDED  ABOUT  EIGHT 
MILES  FROM  COLUMBIA,  S.  C.  MET  A GROUP  OF  APPARENT  HUNTERS 

A mt\  onAnrrTsrn  TMTA  i pa  orr>  T>\J  ttumttmp  r»  i no 

ttiNEV  riUA^LL^LI  WUUUJ  UL  nUiNlilNiLi 

OBSERVED  LEAVING  THESE  WOODS  ABOUT  ELEVEN 
FIFTEEN  AM  PROCEEDING  TO  RESIDENCE  COLUMBIA,  S.  C.  AND 
AT  ELEVEN  FIFTYFOUR  PROCEEDED  TO  LEXINGTON  CO.  S.  C. 


r 


'Jb 


ABOUT  FIFTEEN  MILES  FROM  COLUMBIA,  S.  C.  WHERE  g^H^NT 
HUNTING  AT  PARENTS  FARM  AND  REMAINED  THERE  UNTIL  A FTER ' ~ 
EIGHT  THIRTY  PM  OCT.  FIVE  SIXTYTHREE.  6 °CT  8 1963 

NO  INDICATION  HE  ATTENDED  ANY  MEETING  THIS  DATE. 


END  PAGE  ONE 


53  OCT  11  1963. 


) 


MORNING  AND  EARLY  AFTERNOON  OF  OCT.  FIVE  SIXTYTHREE  AND  DEPARTED 
RESIDENCE  COLUMBIA*  S;  C:  FOUR  TWENTY  PM  OCT.  FIVE  SIXTYTHREE 
PROCEEDING  TOWARD  NEWBERRY,  S.  C. 

CE  VERIFY|mm  PRESENTS  AT  NEWBERRY. 

E AM  COPIES  TO  JK  AND  MM. 

END 

WA  10-15  PM  OK  FBI  WA  NH 
CE  9-14  PM  OK  FBI  CE  HM 


AT  9-14  PM  OK  FBI  AT  JDW 
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FD-36(Rev.  12-13-56) 


Transmit  the  following  in 


AIRTEL 


Date:  10/7/63 


(Type  in  plain  text  or  code) 


(Priority  or  Method  of  Mailing) 


Approved 


y 

^ Agent  in  Charge 


.M  Per 


WBMi 


/o 

SUBJECT:  BAP80MB. 


SAC  Roy  K.  Moore,  Birmin) 
and  spoke  to  Extra  Duty  Supervisor 


lU/O/OO, 


He  advised  that  last  night  Agents  patroled  in  Birminghan 
however,  the  city  was  extremely  quiet  and  no  incidents  occurred. 
Several  calls  were  received  that  th^Gaston  Motel  would  be  blown 
up,  however,  nothin 


Arrangements  are  being  made  with  a 
gh^i^cooperative  with  the  Bureau  and  not  in  sympathy  w 
MBHBEto  establish  twenty-four  physical  surveillance  o 

Further  coverage  w 
el^n^^^^K^f^Mr^Moor^prevaTuH^^splained  to  you.  v 

Routine  investigation  is  going  ahead  and  man  power  ^ 
is  being  applied  for  most  effective  results.  Moore  stated  that 
the  Agents  assigned  to  the  special  are  confident  and  applying 
themselves  with  vigor  to  the  investigation. 


SEC-  27  /i  '7-  -■ 


e OCT  8 ,?r3 


VJ 


J 


October  7,  1963 


X have  been  Informed  of  the  cordial  and 
■„  cooperative  manner  In  which  Specia^AaentsfljMIMnK^ 
r of  our  laboratory  andflipH HHHBHb02  our 

Birmingham  Office  mere  received- by  you  during  their 
recent  visits  to  your  Company. 


I mould  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
extend  my  appreciation  to  you  for  the  courtesies 
extended  to  them  during  their  visits. 

Sincerely  yours. 


John  Edgar  Hoover 
Director 

1 - FBI , Birmingham  (157-352) 

157-1025  (use  as  yellow) 

NOTE:  The  above  Company  was  visited  on  9/27/63,  in  connection 

with  the  BiPSOMB  investigation  (Bufile  157-1025)  and  the 
Laboratory's  continuing  policy  of  keeping  up-to-date  on 
information  concerning  explosives  in  order  for  the  Laboratory 
to  more  effectively  handle  explosive  matters.  The  Du  Pont 
Company  in  Watson  manufactures  nearly  all  of  the  various  types 
of  basic  commercial  explosives,  such  as  dynamite,  produced  by 
the  Du  Pont  Company.  Most  of  the  explosives  manufactured  by 
the  Du  Pont  Company  for  export  are  produced  at  the  Watson 
plant.  No  derogatory  information  in  Bufiles  identifiable  with 
addressee.  . 
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Transmit  the  following  in 

„ - AIRTEL 

Via  


\k 


V 


AT 

/ ' : 

FBI  4 . 

r'*<L  . 

Date:  10/5/63 


'ALL  INFORMATION  CO^AIN05o,i"  ' *“w 
’HEREISriSrimCDSSIFIED' — " 
DATE.J-/^«  BY jutgto&f) 

TO:  DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025)  'WTcrVr 


(Type  in  plain  text  or  code) 


Mr.  Tolson 

Air.  Belmont- 

Mr.  Mohr 

Air.  Camper 

Mr.  Callahan.. 
Mr.  Cor 
Mr. 

Air.. 

Mr  J 
Mr] 

Mri 

Mr.YTaJel .. 

Mr.  Trotter  - 
Tele.  Room  .. 
Aliss  Holmes 
Aliss  Gandy 


ft  * r 

^ -PR<KMj^SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-35^)  ( ?)  - 
^BAPBOMB 

ReButel  to  Birmingham  3:^3  p.m. , 10/4/63,  requesting 
information  concerning  suspects  in  this  case. 

While  the  men  assigned  to  this  investigation  have 
definite  suspects  under  consideration,  the  names  of  whom  will 
be  set  out  hereinafter,  we  have  not  closed  our  minds  to  the 
fact  that  any  member  of  any  hate  group  In  the  entire  state 
might  be  responsible. 

Those  under  active  investigation  to  date  are  the 


HmMBLISS,.  born,_l/1 4/0*4, 


Approved: 


Special  Agent  in  Charge 
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FBI  / DOJ 


BH  157-352 


While  the  foregoing  represent  those  suspects  under 
active  consideration  at  the  momept,  this  does  not  preclude 
possibility  that  representatives  from  groups  such  as  the 
Nat  Iona  Instates  It  is  a / 

questionable  individuals  and  are  entirely  capable  of  having 
planned  and/or  participated  in  at  least  a portion  of  the  , 
bombings.  Every  consideration  is  being  afforded  them.  / 
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FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS 

OCT  7-  19 

TELETYP 


URGENT 


10-7-63  6-01PMCST  TM 
DIRECTOR,  FBI  /1 57-1025/  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
SAC,  NEW  ORLEANS  /157-129A/  1 P 


FROM— 

BAP  BOMB*  J)00,  BIRMINGHAM. 

REBUTEL  TODAY. 

FOUR  INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED  TODAY.  NINE  REMAIN. 

CONSTANT  ATTENTION  HAS  BEEN  GIVEN  TO  THIS  INTERVIEW  PROGRAM 
OF  KLANSMEN,  HOWEVER,  IT  APPEARS  THAT  MEMBERS  HAVE  BEEN  PURPOSELY 
AVOIDING  INTERVIEWS  IN  THAT  WHEN  MEMBERS  HAVE  BEEN  ATTEMPTED  TO 
BE  CONTACTED  AT  THEIR  RESIDENCES,  THEY  HAVE  REFUSED  TO  ANSWER 
THE  DOOR.  OTHER  MEMBERS  HAVE  BEEN  UNAVAILABLE  AT  PLACES  OF 
EMPLOYMENT. 

REMAINING  TEN  INTERVIEWS  WILL  BE  CONDUCTED  OCTOBER  EIGHT 
NEXT.  3 

3\$  AND  ACK  PLS  '■  ffcC-  2.7 
g-03  PM  OK  FBI  WA  JCF 

BH  6-03  PM  OK  FBI  BH  SAA  

TU  BOTH  DISC  - ^ ^ 


OCT  8 1S53 
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4 V*..  CHAIRMAN 

‘ «.«■**  rr*H 
JOHN  5 «»»»*■  ***  JOHN  o.  T»W",  ^ 

t.UL  It.  OOUOU.S.  IU-  j*eo«  k.  WYO. 

edmuhd  S.  0 

ri&^^r0- 

t„OMAS  J. 


COMM.TT^ON  BANK.NGANO 


lufflWWUiC*W«f,TWF 


September  ^ 


falls  Churchy — _ 

Pear  Colonel  Hewitt:  5^  w 

„ ,*ss  « ssHSJiicSffi 

&$3g3&fte5  t* 

I against  the  1 * received  I Hi1  the  Ofl* 

— jais  repl/ani  also  put  it  in  the 

jsional  Record.  » 


: y°u 

Ure 


With  test  Wishes,  I »» 

Sincerely  yours, 
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Willis  Robertson 
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j HARVEY  H.  HtWITT 
AONEl,  u.s.  air  force  (ret.) 

ZIO  EAST  GREEN  WAY  BOULEVARD 
FALLS  CHURCH.  VIRGINIA 


) 

September  14,  1963 


Dear  Senator  Robertson: 

Last  ni^it  (September  13)  Washington  tele- 
vision station  WTOP  broadcast  a recording  of  some 
statements  made  in  Baltimore  by  Governor  Wallace  of 
Alabama.  In  one  statement  the  Governor  charged  that 
since  1947  there  had  been  47  bombings  in  Alabama  of 
Negro  homes  and  ohurohes  but  that  the  Federal  Bureau 
of  Investigation,  which  had  investigated  every  oase, 
had  failed  to  come  with  a single  solution. 

The  Governor  intimated  that  these  bombings 
had  very  likely  been  committed  by  persons  with  pro- 
Negro  sentiments  who  hoped  through  the  "liberal” 
press  and  networks  to  arouse  hatred  against  white 
persons  in  Alabama  who  are  opposed  to  raoial  inte- 
gration* He  said  that  no  Negroes  had  been  killed 
and  that  personal  injury  and  property  damage  had 
been  slight.  But  that  the  integration  forces, 
through  the  publicity  given  to  the  bombings \ had 
succeeded  in  attracting  much  sympathy  and  money  to 
their  cause. 

| Governor  Wallace  also  intimated  that  the 

F.B.I.  in  their  investigations  must  have  found 
evidence  of  this  duplicity  on  the  part  of  the  pro- 
Negro  forces.  He  said  that  such  evidence  if  any 
/ has  not  been  brought  to  light  because  of  embar- 

f — ~ — A 4 4-  4 4-  MM  +■  +V»  & TTv>  ^ + aA  q B 

i rasmiiOilb  ill  mi^uo  ux  xxi£  wv  uuavwm  mvm.  w-u 

Department  of  Just loo  and  the  Attorney  General. 

I feel  that  the  charges  made  by  Governor 
Wallaoe  are  serious  ones  which  bring  into  question 
the  integrity  our  system  of  justioe  on  the  Federal 
level.  I therefore  ask  that  the  oharges  be  looked 
into  to  determine  their  truth  or  falsity. 


sincere lv  vours. 


%/• 


HARVEST  H.  HEWITT 
Honorable  A.  Willis  Robertson, 

United  States  Senate 
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Honorable  A.  Willie  Robertson 

tt— .1*^ 

umc^  *;usvuij  u^ujlw 

WasStngtao^D.  C*  30210 
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My  c&px  Cantor; 
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BY  SPECIAL  MESSENGER 
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b | ijave  received  the  letter  Colonel  Karvey  H.  Hewitt 
wrotmto  yoe  bn  September  14,  ISOS,  with  the  copy  of  your  reply  to 
him  of-beptember  19th,  and  I do  appreciate  your  bringing  this  matter 


"Hi 

rn 

CD  £ 


$ 


cs 


Al 


to  my  attention. 


T .t  fW®*  i'tvA 

UCV  U>C  KOC1U*  jfUU  M VITO  i/UW(.l  U M..  UU|M WV. 


i 


ch^ge^ngainst  the  FBI  reported  in  Colonel  Hewitt's  letter  have  no  - 
baets  iifiact,  £ 

S a>  l oth  sides  In  the  racial  issue  have  used  the  FEI's 
darse  indecent  months  to  gain  support  for  their  respective  points  at 
Obviously,  neither  side  has  spoken  with  any  authority  since 
the£5  statements  have  dealt  with  cases  on  which  no  public  announ ce- 
ment lung  been  made  regarding  toe  results  of  our  investigations, 
bup^bsiuon  often  is  stated  as  fact,  and  the  matter  of  legal  jurisdiction 
frequently  is  Ignored.  - 


— At  the  present  time,  different  individuals  are  tdilng 

Various  totals  for  the  number  of  jx>mblngs  which  have  occurred  in 

Alabama.  Some  allege  the  FBI  has  investigated  Ml  of  them;  others 
■ ; - ^cla$i  we  have  taken  little  or  no  action.  Our  jurisdiction  to 

V. r-.  .-•  A n I'fC  I»A1V  AC  fw\vn  'tH#l  Art  nf  i£fi8 

“‘IVVTf^X^aW  w‘ 1 •*  — — 

UidCbecan.e  effective  on  May  6,  ISGd.  tt  la  broad  In  scope,  but 
he  Apartment  of  Justice  has  stated  that  Coiigress  clearly  Indicated 
uereVas  no  intention  in  the  statute  to  usurp  investigative  and 
ro executive  authority  In  bombing  matters  from  state  and  loQal^>  ,.gf&V 
authorities.  The  Department  has  instructed  that  the  *&- 

initiate  investi^ttons  into  such  cases  without  special  Departmental 
r authori»aii*4iC  £ i A E 0 

X - Mr.  Rosen  ~ p-»* 

Enoloisui;es,are:  Article  from  Washington,  D.  C.  "The  Evening  Star"  entitl 
F&  Pi&cinfe  %^etS§r  Church- Bombing  Clues"  dated  9-21-63. 
r‘lcle  from  9-21-63 

ab^na  bombings.  ' y'  j 

Colonel*  Hewitt  cannot  be  identified  in  Bpfiles/  3ufiles  indicate 
have  had  generally  cordial  relations  with  Senatp/^lobertson. 
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Honorable  A.  Willis  Robertson 


The  facts  of  each  bombing  incident  have  been 
presented  Immediately  to  the  Department,  and  the  FBI  has  been 
requested  to  investigate  five  bombing  cases  in  Alabama,  including 
the  one  on  September  15th  In  which  four  children  were  killed.  Due 
to  the  nature  of  the  September  15th  bombing,  the  FBI  began  an 
immediate  investigation  and  advised  the  Department  of  the  actions 
being  taken.  Although  the  FBI  does  not  actively  investigate  all 
bombing  cases.  It  does  cooperate  in  every  way  possible  with  state 
and  local  authorities.  The  full  facilities  of  the  FBI  Laboratory  and 
Identification  Division  are  available  to  render  any  assistance. 

The  FBI's  actions  in  the  civil  rights  field  are  governed 
by  laws  as  they  are  in  all  fields.  We  cannot  exceed  our  authority 
nor  will  we  attempt  to  do  so.  Ha  Federal  law  within  our  jurisdiction 
is  violated,  FBI  Agents  will  conduct  a prompt,  thorough  and  objective 
Investigation.  If  no  Federal  law  is  involved,  we  will  not — cannot — 
investigate. 


In  spite  of  these  facts,  we  are  accused  of  both 
exceeding  and  shirking  our  duties,  con  e of  these  charges  stem 
from  a lech  of  understanding,  but  many  of  them  come  from  persons 
who  nave  a personal  interest  and  distort  the  truth  to  suit  their  own 
purposes. 


Acting  within  the  law,  the  FBI  hv.s  recorded  a number 
of  accomplishments  in  the  civil  rights  field.  For  example,  FBI 
investigations  have  enabled  the  Department  of  Justice  to  file  more 
than  forty  suite  In  five  steles  to  end  racial  discrimination  in  voting. 
FBI  Agents  solved  the  case  involving  the  burning  of  a Greyhound  bus 
transporting  "Freedom  Riders"  through  Alabama  in  1961*  81* 
persons  have  been  convicted  for  their  part  in  this  crime.  An  FBI 
investigation  in  September,  1SC2,  led  to  the  arrest  and  conviction 
in  state  court  of  four  persons  for  burning  a Negro  church  in  Terrell 
County,  Georgia.  FBI  Agents  also  arrested  Byron  De  La  Beckwith, 
the  man  charged  with  the  murder  of  Redgar  Evers,  the  Mississippi 
leader  of  the  National  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored 
People. 


- 6 - 


Honorable  A,  Willis  Robertson 


I hope  the  foregoing  will  prove  helpful  to  your 
constituent  in  understanding  our  role  in  civil  rights  cases.  I 
am  enclosing  two  recent  newspaper  articles  you  may  desire 
to  forward  to  hira  and  am  returning  his  letter* 

Sincerely  yours, 

3.  Edgar  Hoover 


Enclosures  (3) 


4-750  (Rev.  4-17-85) 


'Nns 


□ 

□ 

□ 


□ 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


o 


O 


FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 
F0IPA  DELETED  PAGE  INFORMATION  SHEET 


XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


Pagets)  withheld  entirely  at  this  location  in  the  file.  One  or  more  of  the  following  statements,  where 
indicated,  explain  this  deletion. 


Deleted  under  exemption(s) 
material  available  for  release  to  vou. 


with  no  segregable 


Information  pertained  only  to  a third  party  with  no  reference  to  you  or  the  subject  of  your  request. 

Information  pertained  only  to  a third  party.  Your  name  is  listed  in  the  title  only. 

Documents  originated  with  another  Government  agency(ies).  These  documents  were  referred  to  that 
agency(ies)  for  review  and  direct  response  to  you. 


Pages  contain  information  furnished  by  another  Government  agency(ies).  You  will  be  advised  by  the  FBI  as 
to  the  releasability  of  this  information  following  our  consultation  with  the  other  agency(ies). 


Page(s)  withheld  for  the  following  reason(s): 


For  your  information: 


The  following  number  is  to  be  used  for  reference  regarding  these  pages: 

J S /tjj  S-  S'f  


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

x DELETED  PAGE(S)  X 
&NO  DUPLICATION  FEE  x 
X FOR  THIS  PAGE  X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


FBI/DOJ 


yoiQ-tos 


C^TJOHAl  *OMm  ho  10 
HAY  1*42  fDITIQW 


UNITED  STATES 


MENT 


Memorandum 


Mohr  

Callahan 


Conrad 


to  Mr.  Belmont 


from  A,  Rose 


DATE: 


SUBJECT:  unknown  SUBJECTS; 

BOMBING  OF-S I XTEEN TH  STREET 
BAPTIST  CHURCH*., 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  9/15/63 
BOMBING  MATTERS  ‘ " 


SAC  Roy  Moore  called  to  request  authority  for  the 


ACTION: 


In  view  of  the  importance  of  this  matter,  SAC  Moore 
was  authorized  to  proceed  with  items  1-3  above. 
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Mohr  

Gosper 
Callahan  . 

Conrad  , 

DeLoach  . 


date:  iu/o/bii 


subject: 


C.  L.  McGo 


UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS; 

BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  , 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA  / & 

SEPTEMBER  15,  1963 
BOMBING  MATTERS 


Sullivan  

Tavel  - 

Trotter  

Tele.  Room  . 

Holmes  — 

Gandy  
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AV  *±  . *±\J 

^aLLed  and  advised  tha 

VHttwas  at  that  time  being  interviewed  ~in  the 
oscf  Moore  requested  authorization  to  afford 
examination. 

' o 


AL-/~ 


rmlnj 

polygraph 


In  connection  with 
captioned  matter,  extensive  investigation  is  being^conducted 
of  all  potential  subjects  in  order  to  bring  tbis  matter  to 
a logical  conclusion.  This  wr^^^^^o^^course , Include  checking 
out  the  previous  admission  of 


sbVa 


SAC  Moore  indicated  that  a waiver  would  be  obtained 
prior  to  this  polygraph  examination. 

ACTION: 


In  view  of  the  importance  of  this  matter  and  the 
urgency  of  his  request,  SAC  Moore  was  advised  to  proceed 
with  the  use  of  the  polygraph  in  connection  with  the  interview 
of 
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10- >6  3 11-16  PM  EST  PNR 

DIRECTOR  / 15 7- 1025/  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 


on  vniMnnn 

APBOMB^  BM. 

REBUTEL  THIS  DATE  AND  SV  TEL  OCTOBER  FOUR  LAST. 

TEN  KLANSMEN  INTERVIEWED  SINCE  OCTOBER  FOUR  LAST  AND  NO 
INFORMATION  DEVELOPED  CONCERNING  IDENTITY  OF  SUBJECTS, 


OUR  REMAINING  KLANSMEN  ARE  EITHER  OUT  OF  TOWN-ON“BUSTNESS 
WITH  NO  FIXED  ADDRESS  OR  RESIDENCES  IN  RURAL  AREAS  NOT  LOCATED. 
FUGITIVE  TYPE  INVESTIGATION  BEING  CONDUCTED  TO  LOCATE  LATTER  FOUR. 


V 


) 


PAGE  TWO 


OF  FIFTEEN  AGENTS  AT  HQ  CITY,  ONE  WAS  AT  INSERVICE,  TWO  ON 
BAP BOMB  SPECIAL,  BIRMINGHAM,  ONE  SICK  LEAVE  FOR  ABOUT  ONE  WEEK,  ONE 
ANNUAL  LEAVE  ABOUT  ONE  WEEK  AND  ONE  ARRIVED  ON  TRANSFER  DURING 
PERTINENT  PERIOD,  LEAVING  NINE  MEN  AVIALABLE. 

ON  SEPTEMBER  TWENTY  FOUR  LAST  A THIRTY  NINE  THOUSAND  DOLLAR 
BANK  BURGLARY  WAS  COMMITTED  IN  JOHNSONVILLE,  S.  C.,  AND  THREE 
SUSPECTS  IMMEDIATELY  DEVELOPED,  ALL  OF  WHOM  WERE  IN  SAVANNAH. 

ALSO  ON  MORNING  OF  SEPTEMBER  TWENTY  FOUR  LAST  FIRST  FEDERAL 
SAVINGS  AND  LOAN  BRANCH  AT  GARDEN  CITY,  GA.,  A SURBURB  OF  SAVANNAH 
WAS  ROBBED  OF  THIRTEEN  THOUSAND  DOLLARS.  INTERVIEWS,  INVESTIGATION 
AND  SURVEILLANCES  IN  BANK  BURGLARY  AND  BANK  ROBBERY  CASE  HAD  TO  BE 
COVERED  IMMEDIATELY  OR  LOSE  THEIR  VALUE  AND  REQUIRED  ALL  AVAILABLE 
MANPOWER. 

IN  ADDITION  AUTO  THEFT  RING  CASE  DEVELOPED  IN  SAVANNAH  NIGHT  OF 
SEPTEMBER  TWENTY  FIVE  LAST  REQUIRING  CONTINUAL  ATTENTION. 

AS  AGENTS  AVAILABLE  THEY  CONDUCTED  KLAN  INTERVIEWS.  FOR  MOST 


END  PAGE  TWO 


V 


3 


PAGE  THREE 

PART  OF  A YEAR  PRIOR  TO  BEGINNING  OF  NEGRO  DEMONSTRATIONS  IN  SAVANNAH 
IN  MAY  LAST  ONLY  THREE  KLANSMEN  BELONGING  TO  UKA,  INC.,  SAVANNAH, 


t '-\  ATTtT  MTMTT\  AO  MfrTTMAC  TM/'  I TfT\  TMr  THPAftMUMT 

— - - ni-gui-nn  rlJUc*  i x vt\a*j p xnis  ^ ui>  j.  ivl?  vsm*  iiin/Arimu  < 


CLUDIN 


'r*itr>^  r»  urn  t *,y_ 

intJL  ri£.«|  nr 


iENTIONED  ABOVE,  WERE  INTERVIEWED  IMMEDIATELY  ON 
RECEIPT  OF  BUREAU  INSTRUCTIONS  ON  INSTANT  PROGRAM.  THE  OVERWHELMING 
MAJORITY  OF  KLANSMEN  INTERVIEWED  JOINED  THIS  KLAN  SINCE  JUNE  AS  RESULT 
OF  RACIAL  DISTURBANCES. 

AGENTS  WILL  WORK  CONTINUOUSLY  TO  LOCATE  AND  INTERVIEW  REMAINING 
FOUR  KLANSMEN  WHO  HAVE  BEEN  IDENTIFIED  BUT  ARE  AWAY  FROM  HOME  AND 
THIS  SHOULD  BE  ACCOMPLISHED  BY  OCTOBER  EIGHT  NEXT. 

END 

WA  12-2  7 AM  OK  FBI  WA  JS 
BH  10-2  7 PM  CST  OK  FBI  BH  JP 
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The  Birmingham  Office  indicated  ^that  Allen  is  the  only  one  who 
ever,  according  to  their  knowledge,  got  a'cbnviction  against  any  member  of 
the  Klan  heretofore.  It  was  not  indicated  what  the  conviction  was  for.  It  is 
significant  to  note  that  Captain  Allen  has  not  been  friendly  with  the  Bureau. 


AR:mpd  (7) 


1 - Mr.  Mohr^^T 
1 - Mr.  Evans 
1 - Mr.  De  Loach 


£gC-  50 


OCT  8 T9S3 

yj  ' - 


The  Attorney  General 
Directory  FBI 


UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS; 

BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET 
BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA 
SEPTEMBER  15,  1963 
BOMBING  MATTERS 


1 - Mr,  Belmont 
1 - Mr,  Rosen 
1 - Mr.  Mai ley 
1 - Mr,  McGowan 
1 - Mr,  Lavin 
1 - Mr,  Mohr 
1 - Mr,  DeLoach 
1 - Hr,  Evans 


With  regard  to  the  arrests  of  Robert  E,  Chambliss 
and  Charles  Arnie  Cagle  by  the  Alabama  Highway  Patrol  on 
the  night  of  September  29,  1963,  in  connection  with  the 
boobing  of  the  Sixteenth  Street  Baptist  Church  in  Birmingham 


JCT:  taK^  Oct  t 8 a « .63 

(13) 

f OCT1. 1.1?'$  If  ")  / 


HAILROOMl I TELETYPE  UNIT  l 


7-24  {R«v.  1-23-61) 


v> 


J 


157-1025 


October  9,  1963 


FBI,  Indianapolis  (157-93) 


R^:  BAPBOMB 


/ 

Is 


Dear  Sir: 

Reference  is  made  to  Laboratory  Report  d_4327 8 5 IK, 

dA+ed  , in  connection  with  the  above- entitled 

matter,  1a/copy3of  which  was  forwarded  to  your  office. 

There  are  transmitted  herewith  the  following. 

K2  2 through  K26 


W 


Belmont  

Mohr  — ■ 


Callahan  . 
Corned  — 

DeLoach  . 
Evan*  . — 
Gale  - — - 


Sullivan 

Tavet  — 

Ttotter 

Tele-  Room  ■ 

Holme* 

Gandy  


i 


t 


ft 


6 


0 IBS?®  ° 

n-'T"-r:: 

teletype 


/ 


rT  10-S-63  7-20PMCST  TM 

DIRECTOR,  FBI  /157-1025/  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
SAC,  NEW  ORLEANS  /157-1294/  1 P 

(^APB^.  00,  BIRMINGHAM. 

NINE  INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED  TODAY.  NO  PERTINENT  INFORMATION 
OBTAINED.  NONE  REMAIN  TO  BE  CONDUCTED. 

END  AND  ACK  PLS  /?££.  ^ /S7-/C-AS" - 1 / 

WA  9-21  PM  OK  FBI  WA  RL  ) At 

3 OCT  ’9  1963  / / ///] 

7-21  PM  CST  OK  FBI  BH  JP  ^ __  [j  ( 


A' A 

Ml.  '!  1 ■< 

T'r.Tt  P- 

'TT, j 

Kiss  Hi 

Vi-.-  { <- 

i 

...  i 

' 

(At 


TU  DISC 


omoHAi  rout  ho.  io 


UNITF  ' STATES  GO  ( *:  T 

0>  v 


Mcmoran„ 

to  Mr.  Bclp^nt/ 


3. 


date: 


10-7-63 


Memorandum  to  Mr.  Belmont  ___  __ 

Re:  UNSUBS;  BOMBING  OF  SIxtjsjshth 

STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


l> 


Birmingham  in  its  efforts  to  run  down  sources 
of  dynamite  has  ascertained  there  are  t®o  manufacturers  of 
dynamite  in  Alabama;  E.  I.  DdPont  at  Vatson  and  Hercules  at 
McAdory.  These  two  companies  have  one  wholesale  outlet  in 
Birmingham  apiece  and  these  wholesale  outlets  have  a total  of 
.200  regular  wholesale  customers.  They  also  sell  retail.  Due 
Jto  the  large  mining  operations  in  Birmingham  the  use  of 
[explosives  is  widespread  and  few  accurate  records  are  kept. 
Birmingham  is  continuing  this  project. 

Additional  Interviews  have  been  conducted  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church  without  pertinent 
information  being  developed. 


ACTION: 


You  will  be  kept  advised  of  pertinent  developments. 


- 2 - 


FD-36  (Rev.  12-13-56) 


•S 


F B I 


L Date:  lQ^8/63 


Transmit  the  following  in 


Via 


(Type  in  plain  text  or  code) 


AIRTEL 


(Priority  or  Method  of  Mailing) 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 
SAC,  WFO  (127-293) 


ReBHairtels  9/19,  21/63. 


Sources  familiar  with  NOI  activities  in  WFO  have 
been  contacted  and  furnished  no  information  regarding  travel 
of  NOI  members  to  Birmingham  during  pertinent  period. ' 


Bureau 
Birmingham 
WFO 


l5j 

AIRTEL 


h 


#• 


& 


/SY  / 

\ 


SJ  Cl  A 

-j/° 


^4  OCT  9 1963 


C C-  Wick 


1 


Approved:  A /. Sent 

fepecim  Agent  in  Charge 


.M  Per 


o 


TEjlRAL  E.uRF>.:.l  C*  !i»  /ES: iGATFON 
u S Kw*! TIv'ENT  OF  JUSTICE 

COMMUIMATiONS  SECTION 


4 


urgent/  10-8-63  1-kl  PM  EST  PNR 
TO  /DIRECTOR,  FBI  AND  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 
FROM  SAC,  SAVANNAH  /157-503/ 


CBA PBOMB/  BM . 

RE  SAVANNAH  TEL,  OCTOBER  SEVEN,  LAST. 

THE  FOUR  REMAINING  KLANSMEN  HAVE  BEEN  INTERVIEWED  AND 
FURNISHED  NO  INFORMATION  OF  VALUE  IN  IDENTIFYING  SUSPECTS  IN 
THIS  CASE. 

THIS  COMPLETES  THE  PROGRAM  OF  INTERVIEWING  KLANSMEN  IN 
THE  SAVANNAH  OFFICE.  RECONTACT  WITH  INFORMANTS  AND  LEADERS  WHO 
HAVE  APPEARED  COOPERATIVE  AND  APPARENTLY  MADE  INDEPENDENT 


INQUIRIES  INDICATES  THE  LOCAL  KLANsMEN  HAD  NO  KNOWLEDGE  CONCERNING 


THE  BOMBINGS  IN  THE  BIRMINGHAM  AREA. 
END 

BH  ADVISED  SEPERATELY.  3j 

g-4  7 PM  OK  FBI  WA  LLD 
GA 


TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

ft 


OFTIQWAt  FQ*M  MO.  tO 
MAY  f»63  fpITIOM 
C%A  Off*.  MG.  NO.  7f 


1 i 


UNITED  STA'I  v > RNMENT 

Memoranuum 


date:  October  8,  1963 


Mr.  Rose} 

C.  L,  McG 

{6 

f BAPBOMB 

SAC  Roy  K.  Mooreuu^Birmingham  advised  at  f 
7:35  p.  m. , that  Charles  Arm^feagle  was  tried  in  local 
court  today  on  charges  of  having  in  his  possession  dynamite. 

This  trial  resulted  in  his  conviction  following  which  he  was 
fined  $100  plus  costs  and  sentenced  to  six  months  in  jail  at 
hard  labor.  SAC  Moore  advised  that  the  prosecution  put  on 
only  two  witnesses  that  being  police  officers., 

Cagle  and  Robert  Erf  Chambliss  were  arrested 
by  the  Alabama  Highway  Patroi  (AHP)  on  9-29-63,  in  connection 
with  the  Birmingham  bombings  on  open  charges.  John  Wesley 
>'Hall  was  also  taken  into  custody  10-1-63,  by  the  AHP.  All 
three  were  charged  on  10-1-63,  with  having  in  their  possession 
an  explosive,  to  wit,  dynamite,  without  a permit  as  required 
by  Section  451  of  the  General  City  Code  of  the  city  of  Birmingham 
of  1944. 


SAC  Moore  advised  further  that  no  date  has  been 
set  as  yet  for  the  trial  of  Chambliss  and  Hall.  / 


/ 


157-1025 

„ f 

a/ 

v 

^•v 

i'P 

WAF  :\w 
)6(  > 

/£  V 
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PAGE  THREE 


NUMEROUS  INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED  IN  ENDEAVOR  TO  CHECK  OUT 
ALIBIS  OR  OTHER  ASSOCIATES  CHAMBLISS  GROUP. 


END  PAGE  THREE 
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PAGE  FIVE 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

WHILE  AGENTS  WERE  CONVERSING  WITH 

APPEARED  AT  HER  RESIDENCE  AND  BEGAN  TO  EXAMINE 
BUREAU  CAR  PARKED  IN  FRONT.  AGENTS  ASKED  HIM  FOR  IDENTI- 
FICATION. HE  CLAIMED  HE  WAS  A TAX  PAYER  AND  AS  SUCH  HAD 
THE  RIGHT  TO  EXAMINE  GOVERNMENT  PROPERTY.  HE  WAS  TOLD 
IN  NO  UNCERTAIN  TERMS  WHAT  HE  COULD  AND  COULD  NOT  DO  IN- 
SOFAR AS  BUREAU  PROPERTY  WAS  CONCERNED  AND  ASKED  FOR 
IDENTIFICATION,  WHICH  HE  EXHIBITED,  AND  WHEN  IT  WAS  NOTED 
HE  DID  NOT  POSSESS  A SELECTIVE  SERVICE  CARD  HE  WAS 
INSTRUCTED  TO  INSURE  THAT  HE  BROUGHT  IT  TO  FBI  HEADQUARTERS 
WITHIN  TWENTYFOUR  HOURS,  AS  HE  COULD  NOT  SUBSTANTIATE  DATE  OF 
BIRTH  ON  IDENTIFICATION  IN  POSSESSION  AND  APPEARED  YOUTHFUL. 

CONCERNING  TELETYPE  FROM  MOBILE  TO  DIRECTOR  TODAY 
BASED  UPON  CONTACT  SRA  MONTGOMERY  BY 


fop 

SAC-S  NOW  ( 

N BIRMINGKAMI  SHOULD  THEY  BE  CONTACTED  B\£^^ftolLL  ADVISE 
HIM  THAT  SHOULD  HE  HAVE  ANY  INFORMATION  TO  IMPART 
TO  THE  FBI  WE  WOULD  BE  AVAILABLE  IN  THE  FBI  OFFICE,  BIRMINGHAM. 
HE  WILL  BE  TOLD  THAT  WE  DO  NOT  CONTEMPLATE  MEETING  HIM 
CLANDESTINELY  NOW  OR  IN  THE  FUTURE. 


END  PAGE  FIVE 


KXXXDDITI ONAL 


CARS  ELIMINATED  AS  POSSIELE  SUSPECT 


/ 


A V 


BIRMINGHAM  REPORT  OCT  FOUR  LAST  THIS  CASE  BEING 
REVIEWED  AND  ADDITIONAL  LEADS  GLEANED  THEREFROM  WHICH 
ARE  BEING  COVERED  ALONG  WITH  OTHER  CURRENT  INVESTIGATION 


'4 


THIS  CASE. 

INTERVIEWS  CONDUCTED  TODAY  SEVENTYEIGHT,  PENDING  INTERVIEWS 
THREE  SEVEN  NINE.  ONE  PSI  AND  ONE  PCI  PAREN  RAC  END  PAREN  OPENED 
TODAY. 

END  AND  ACK 

WA  PLS  REPEAT  LINE  ONE  PAGE  SIX 
E "ADDITIONAL  CARS  fiLIMIN 

"ADDITIONAL  CARS  ELIMINATED  AS  POSSIBLE  SUSPECT" 

END  AND  ACK 

11-55  PM  OK  FBI  WA  JR 


TU  DISCM 


rvr^  oi  o / 

i [ CoJfahan  _ 

/V  \ ; / Conrad  

i / r J I _ __  / ileLoach  _ 

DtCODED  COPy4^ 

ej  AIRGRAM  □ CABLEGRAM  □ RADIO  xm  TELETYPE 


Belmont  

Mohr  

Casper  

Callahan  _ 

Conrad  . 

^eLoach  _ 
Evans 


c £r 


URGENT  1 0-J4.-63 

T0^5l RECTOR 

FROM  SAC  INDiANAPOLiS 


6-26  PM  EST  TTl 


0421 1 5 


BUF1LE  157-1025,  IP  F 1 LE\  1 57-95(ctPBOMbT^ 

RE  BUREAU  TEL  OCTOBER  5 LAST,  r 

ALL  SECURITY  INFORMANTS  REPORTING  ON  COMMUNIST  PARTY 
ACTIVITIES  IN  I NO.  WERE  CONTACTED  THIS  DATE  AND  THEY  HAVE 
NO  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  ANONYMOUS  LETTER  *■■■■■ 


/W 


IT  IS  NOT  RECOMMENDED  THEY  BE  INTERVIEWED  UNTIL  AFTER 
ADDITIONAL  INVESTIGATION  HAS  BEEN  CONDUCTED,  AS  NOT  BELIEVED 
LETTER  ACTUALLY  WRITTEN  BY  A NEGRO  COMMUNIST.  THIS  OFFICE  HAS 
THREE  SUSPECTS  WHO  ARE  ANT l/COMMUN I ST,  ANTl/NEGRO  AND  IN  SOME 
INSTANCES  ANT  I /JEW  I SH  AND  ANT l/CATHOL I C,  AND  SAMPLES  OF  A 
TYPING  OF  THESE  ARE  AVAILABLE  AND  ARE  BEING  FORWARDED  TO 
BUREAU  BY  AIR  MAIL  FOR  COMPARISON  PURPOSES. 

BUREAU  REQUESTED  TO  ADVISE  INDIANAPOLIS  RESULTS  OF 
LABORATORY  EXAM  OF  ANONYMOUS  LETTER  AND  TO  FURNISH  INDIANAPOLIS 
PHOTOGRAPH  OF  ENVELOPE  AND  LETTER  WHICH  MIGHT  AID  THIS  OFFICE 
IN  IDENTIFYING  TIME  AND  PLACE  OF  MAILING.  nQ A 
BIRMINGHAM  ADVISED  BY  AIR. MAIL.  ^ 


z : - ~ ^*1,  sec.  Si  — TKrrwyz 


RECEIVED: 


7:58  PM  EN2  OCT  9 1263 

' v — . - 


'^f&iv.rsr  dia* 


If  the  intelligence  contained  in  the  above  message  is  to  be  disseminated  outside  the  Bureau,  it  is  suggested  that  it  be  suitably 
paraphrased  in  0rder  to  protect  the  Bureau’s  cryptographic  systems. 
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For  information,  the  public  schools  of  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  opened  for  the  Fall  Term  of  1963  on  the  morning  of 
September  4,  1963,  Three  public  schools  of  Birmingham  were 
scheduled  to  be  desegregated  on  September  4,  1963,  and  these 
three  schools  were  as  follows: 


Ramsay  High  School 
1800  - 13th  Avenue,  South 


2 


West  End  High  School 
1840  Pearson  Avenue , SW. 


Graymont  Elementary  School 
300  - Eighth  Avenue,  West. 


\ 


The  September  5,  1963,  Final  Edition  of  the 
BIRMINGHAM  POST  HERALD,  Page  5,  carried  an  article, 

"Police  Inspector  Has  Busy  Morning".  The  article  written 
by  BILL  MOBLEY,  stated  NSRP  members  and  demonstrators  led  by 

rtM  mill  dim  n r*rw»  rin  V 0 i.  _ . j n i . . ..  . . . — . . * 

/nnnu  i\,  r illud,  imurmauun  uirecxor,  Manonai  states 
Rights  Party,  demonstrated  on  the  morning  of  September  4,  1963 
at  West  End  High  School,  where  they  were  dispersed  by  officers 
of  the  Birmingham  Police  Department.  It  was  stated  that  the 
group  then  went  to  Graymont  Elementary  School,  and  that  the 
group  then  went  next  to  Ramsay  High  School.  One  of  the 
participating  in  these  NSRP  demonstrations  was 


out : 


For  information  the  following  data  is  being  set 


UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS;  Bombing  of  16th  Street 

Baptist  Church,  Birmingham,  Alabama, 

September  15,  1963 

BOMBING  MATTERS 

Bufile  157-1025 

Birmingham  file  157-352 


At  10:19  AM,  on  September  15,  1963,  there  was  an 
explosion,  generally  believed  to  have  been  caused  by  ten  or 
more  sticks  of  dynamite,  at  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church, 
Birmingham,  Alabama  (Negro),  taking  the  lives  of  four 
children,  who  were  among  approximately  100  - 125  people  in 
attendance  at  Sunday  School.  Twenty  or  more  persons  were 
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Injured*  The  church  is  located  at  the  corner  of  6th  Avenue 
and  16th  Street,  North,  near  the  downtown  section  of  the  city. 

Tho  nni  nt  nf  i nf«e  mt  tc  i A a t ha  Mit  1 1*#*  h n Vi**4#>U  ki.4  1 4 *%.• 
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on  the  16th  Street  side  under  some  concrete  steps  and  against 
the  wall.  Damage  to  the  church  building  was  estimated  to  be 
$30,000  - $40,000  and  undetermined  amount  of  damage  to  surround 
ing  buildings. 


This  church  had  been  a meeting  place  in  the  past 
for  racial  demonstrators.  This  bombing,  one  of  a series  in  the 
recent  past  in  Birmingham,  is  possibly  attributable  to  racial 
extremists. 


The  crime  scene  search  has  failed  to  develop 
evidence  indicating  that  the  explosion  was  detonated  by  any 
specific  type  of  detonator.  It  is  unknown  at  this  point 
whether  a fuse  or  a timing  mechanism  was  used. 


Birmingham  newspapers  on  September  18,  1963, 
state  that  a fund  for  rewards  in  this  case  has  reached 
$76, 000. 


UNKNOWN  SUBJECT;  Explosion  at  1601 
Center  Street,  South,  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  September  25,  1963, 
BOMBING  MATTERS 
Birmingham  file  157-407 


About  1:30  AM.  September  25,  1963,  persons  in 
the  vicinity  of  1601  Center  Street,  South,  a well  maintained 
Negro  neighborhood  of  medium  priced  homes,  reported  an  explo- 
sion to  the  Police  Department.  At  1:45  AM,  a second  explo- 
sion of  greater  intensity,  possibly  several  sticks  of  dynamite 
occurred  at  the  comer  adjacent  to  the  captioned  address. 

This  second  explosion  shattered  a telephone  pole,  blew  a 
small  crater  in  the  curbing  and  showered  the  neighborhood 
with  high  oxidized  nuts,  bolts  and  other  metal  fragments, 
which  caused  extensive  shrapnel  damage  to  surrounding  property 
but  no  injuries*  Laboratory  reports  dynamite  residues  on 
fragments.  First  explosion  believed  to  have  occurred  within 
ten  feet  of  the  second  and  was  believed  to  be  lure  to  cause 
neighbors  and  police  to  be  injured  by  the  second  blast* 

This  document  contains  neither  recommendations 
nor  conclusions  of  the  FBI.  It  is  the  property  of  the  FBI 
and  is  loaned  to  your  agency;  it  and  its  contents  are  not  to 
be  distributed  outside  your  agency. 
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NATIONAL  STATES  RIGHTS  PARTY 
(NSRP) 


On  November  26,  1957,  a source  advised  that  the 
United  White  Party  (UWP)  was  organized  at  a convention  held 
in  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  on  November  10,  1957.  An  article  in 
the  November  26,  1957,  issue  of  the  "Greenville  Piedmont", 
a newspaper  of  Greenville,  South  Carolina,  reported  "the 
recent  formation  of  a new  political  party,  to  be  known  as 
the  United  White  Party".  According  to  the  article,  the 
party  was  formed  at  a recently  held  meeting  in  Knoxville, 
Tennessee,  at  which  many  klansmen  were  represented.  The 
UWP  was  reported  as  being  opposed  to  all  "race  mixing  organi- 
zations and  individuals". 


The  July,  1958,  issue  of  "The  Thunderbolt",  self- 
described  as  the  "official  Racial  Nationalist  Organ  of  the 
National  States  Rights  Party"  (NSRP),  reported  that  rank  and 
file  "States  Righters"  had  merged  with  the  UWP  under  "the 
banner  of  the  National  States  Rights  Party",  with  national 
offices  at  Post  Office  Box  261,  Jeffersonville,  Indiana. 

In  November,  1958,  a source  advised  that  the  NSRP 
is  composed  of  past  members  of  klan-type  organizations  and 
notorious  anti-Semiies. 


Issue  Number  19,  dated  June,  1960,  "The  Thunder- 
bolt", announced  the  address  of  the  headquarters  of  the 
NSRP  had  been  changed  from  Jeffersonville,  Indiana,  to 
Post  Office  Box  783,  Birmingham,  Alabama. 

On  June  i7,  1960,  a source  advised  that  EDWARD  R. 
FIELDS,  the  Information  Director  of  the  NSRP,  is  the  indivi- 
dual who  "runs  the  NSRP". 


"The  Thunderbolt"  continues  to  publish  articles 
attacking  Negroes  and  persons  of  4‘*~~  T“"H  4 * 1-8 


tuc  J^WADU  AAA VUi 


Jn  Reply,  Plea**  Refer  la 
File  No. 


: ) 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 


FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 

1400  - 2121  Building 

Birmingham,  Alabama,  32503 
October  2,  1963 


CT" 
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A characterization  of  the  National  States  Rights 
Party  is  being  attached  to  this  letterhead  memorandum. 


Alabama,  opened  for  the  Fall  Term  of  1963  on  the  morning  of 
September  4,  1963.  Three  public  schools  of  Birmingham  were 
scheduled  to  be  desegregated  on  September  4,  1963,  and 


these  schools  were  as  follows: 


) 


Ramsay  High  School 
1800  - 13th  Avenue , South 

Vest  End  High  School 
1840  Pearson  Avenue,  SW. 


Graymont  Elementary  School 
300  - Eighth  Avenue,  Vest. 


The  September  5,  1963,  Final  Edition  of  the 
BIRMINGHAM  POST  HERALD,  Page  5,  carried  an  article, 

"Police  Inspector  Has  Busy  Morning".  The  article  written 
by  BILL  MOBLEY,  stated  NSRP  members  and  demonstrators  led  by 
Dr.  EDWARD  R.  FIELDS,  Information  Director,  National  States 
Rights  Party,  demonstrated  on  the  morning  of  September  4,  1963 
at  West  End  High  School,  where  they  were  dispersed  by  officers 
of  the  Birmingham  Police  Department.  It  was  stated  that  the 
group  then  went  to  Graymont  Elementary  School,  and  that  the  / 
group  then  went  next  to  Ramsay  High  School.  One  of  the  per-  / 


tn  these  NSRP  demonstrations  was 


The  Late  Final  Edition  of  THE  BIRMINGHAM  NEWS,  a \ 
daily  newspaper  at  Birmingham,  Alabama,  for  September  8,  > 

1963,  on  Page  A-4,  carried  an  article,  "Two  Arrests  Made 
in  School  Disorders".  The  article  stated  that  two  Birmingham 
men  had  been  arrested  by  Birmingham  Police  in  connection 
with  demonstrations  on  September  4,  1963  at  two  city  schools 
where  desegregation  had  been  scheduled.  The  article  iden- 
tified one  of  the  men  as  DAVID  STANLEY,  18,  of  1865 
Bessemer  Read.  The  article  stated  that  STANLEY  was  charged 
with  Assault  With  Intent  to  Murder  for  throwing  rock  at  the  j 
Graymont  Elementary  School  which  rock  struck  an  officer.  / 
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On  September  10,  1963,  the  Red  Star  Final  Edition 
of  THE  BIRMINGHAM  NEWS  on  Page  1,  carried  headline  "Nine 
Adults  Arrested  at  West  End."  This  article  stated  that 
Birmingham  Police  on  September  10,  1963  had  arrested  at  least 
nine  adults;  two  after  a brief  battle  outside  of  West  End 
High  School.  The  article  stated  that  about  1,000  students  had 
refused  to  enter  the  high  school  building  after  the  Negro 
girls  had  been  enrolled.  It  was  also  stated  that  about  200 
adults,  some  of  them  NSRP  Members,  reportedly  passed  out 
literature  urging  a white  boycott  of  any  racially  mixed  schools 
The  article  stated  that  the  Birmingham  Police  Department  began  , 
making  arrests  when  some  of  the  above  mentioned  adults  failed  / 
to  move  or  after  having  been  ordered  to  do  so,  and  that  y 
STANLEY,  age  18,  was  one  of  the  two  arrested. 

On  September  16,  1963,  a Special  Grand  Jury  Session 
was  convened  in  Birmingham,  Alabama  for  the  U.  S,  District 
Court,  Northern  District  of  Alabama.  The  purpose  of  this 
Federal  Grand  Jury  was  to  act  as  an  Investigative  body  and 
fully  probe  into  any  possible  obstruction  or  Interference  by 
any  individuals  or  organizations  with  the  orders  of  the  U.  S. 
District  Court,  Northern  District  of  Alabama,  Birmingham, 
requiring  desegregation  of  three  Birmingham  schools,  which 
Court  orders  were  then  outstanding  and  in  effect. 


On  September  23,  1963,  the  above  mentioned  Special 
Federal  Grand  Jury  returned  indictments  against  eight 
individuals  in  regard  to  the  above  mentioned  matter.  One 
of  the  persons  indicted  was  DAVID  STANLEY. 


For  information  the  following  data  is  being  set 

out : 


UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS;  Bombing  of  16th  Street 
Baptist  Church,  Birmingham,  Alabama, 
September  15,  1963 
BOMBING  MATTERS 
Bufile  157-1025 

Birmingham  file  157-352 
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At  10 j 19  AM,  on  September  15,  1963,  there  was  an 
explosion,  generally  believed  to  have  been  caused  by  ten  or 
more  sticks  of  dynamite,  at  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church, 
Birmingham,  Alabama  (Negro),  taking  the  lives  of  four 
children,  who  were  among  approximately  100  - 125  people  in 
attendance  at  Sunday  School.  Twenty  or  more  persons  were 
injured.  The  church  is  located  at  the  corner  of  6th  Avenue 
and  16th  Street,  North,  near  the  downtown  section  of  the 
city.  The  point  of  impact  was  outside  the  church,  a 
brick  building,  on  the  16th  Street  side  under  some  concrete 
steps  and  against  the  wall.  Damage  to  the  church  building  was 
estimated  to  be  $30,000  - $40,000  and  undetermined  amount  of 
damage  to  surrounding  buildings. 

This  church  had  been  a meeting  place  in  the  past 
for  racial  demonstrators.  This  bombing,  one  of  a series 
in  the  recent  past  in  Birmingham,  is  possibly  attributable 
to  racial  extremists. 

The  crime  scene  search  has  failed  to  develop 
evidence  indicating  that  the  explosion  was  detonated  by  any 
specific  type  of  detonator.  It  is  unknown  at  this  point 
whether  a fuse  or  a timing  mechanism  was  used. 

Birmingham  newspapers  on  September  18,  1963, 
state  that  a fund  for  rewards  in  this  case  has  reached 
$76,000. 


UNKNOWN  SUBJECT;  Explosion  at  1601 
Center  Street,  South,  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  September  25,  1963, 
BOMBING  MATTERS 

Birmingham  file  157-407 ________ 


€ 


About  1:30  AM,  September  25,  1963,  persons  in 
the  vicinity  of  1601  Center  Street,  South,  a well  maintained 
Negro  neighborhood  of  medium  priced  homes,  reported  an  explo- 
sion to  the  Police  Department.  At  1:45  AM,  a second  explo- 
sion of  greater  intensity,  possibly  several  sticks  of  dynamite 
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occurred  at  the  corner  adjacent  to  the  captioned  address , 

This  second  explosion  shattered  a telephone  pole,  blew  a 
small  crater  in  the  curbing  and  showered  the  neighborhood 
with  high  oxidized  nuts,  bolts  and  other  metal  fragments, 
which  caused  extensive  shrapnel  damage  to  surrounding  property 
but  no  injuries.  Laboratory  reports  dynamite  residues  on 
fragments.  First  explosion  believed  to  have  occurred  within 
ten  feet  of  the  second  and  was  believed  to  be  lure  to  cause 
neighbors  and  police  to  be  injured  by  the  second  blast. 


This  document  contains  neither  recommendations 
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FBI  and  is  loaned  to  your  agency;  it  and  its  contents  are 


not  to  be  distributed  outside  your  agency. 
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NATIONAL  STATES  RIGHTS  PARTY 
(NSRP) 


On  November  26,  1957,  a source  advised  that  the 
United  White  Party  (UWP)  was  organized  at  a convention  held 
in  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  on  November  10,  1957.  An  article  in 
the  November  26,  1957,  issue  of  the  ’’Greenville  Piedmont", 

o nouFC  *mi  kav*  Av'rtflniF  4 11a  O ah  4-  Vi  Pn  1 i no  a/I  ff  + Ko 

U UA  UA  wu  V A A A\#  f u WU  V Ai  VA1I1A}  A V^FVA  W VU  tilb 

recent  formation  of  a new  political  party,  to  be  known  as 
the  United  White  Party".  According  to  the  article,  the 
party  was  formed  at  a recently  held  meeting  in  Knoxville, 
Tennessee,  at  which  many  klansmen  were  represented.  The 
UWP  was  reported  as  being  opposed  to  all  "race  mixing  organi- 
zations and  individuals". 

The  July,  1958,  issue  of  "The  Thunderbolt",  self- 
described  as  the  "official  Racial  Nationalist  Organ  of  the 
National  States  Rights  Party"  (NSRP) , reported  that  rank  and 
file  "States  Righters"  had  merged  with  the  UWP  under  "the 
banner  of  the  National  States  Rights  Party",  with  national 
offices  at  Post  Office  Box  261,  Jeffersonville,  Indiana. 

In  November,  1958,  a source  advised  that  the  NSRP 
is  composed  of  past  members  of  klan-type  organizations  and 
notorious  anti-Semites. 

Issue  Number  19,  dated  June,  1960,  "The  Thunder- 
bolt", announced  the  address  of  the  headquarters  of  the 
NSRP  had  been  changed  from  Jef fersonville,  Indiana,  to 
Post  Office  Box  783,  Birmingham,  Alabama. 

On  June  17,  1960,  a source  advised  that  EDWARD  R. 
FIELDS,  the  Information  Director  of  the  NSRP,  is  the  indivi- 
dual who  "runs  the  NSRP". 

"The  Thunderbolt"  continues  to  publish  articles 
attacking  Negroes  and  persons  of  the  Jewish  faith. 
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DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 
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On  10/4/63,  a consent  search  was  made  of  the  premises, 
vehicles  and  outbuildings, located  at  1440  Princeton  « venue,  , 

S.  W4,  Birmingham,  Alabama,  owned  by  and  under  the  control  of 
THOMhS  EDWIN  BLmNTON,  SR.,  who  is  considered  a suspect  in 
captioned  investigation. 

The  following  items  are  being  submitted  today  under 
separate  cover  via  registered  airmail,  return  receipt  requested: 

* (1)  one  (1)  short  coil  of  insulated  wire. 

(2)  Five  (5)  three  inch  long  nails. 

(3)  One  pair  7£  inch  electrician  type  pliers  with 
green  plastic  insulated  handle  covers. 

(4)  One  pair  10  inch  pliers,  brand  name  Barcalo,  U.S.h 

(5)  One  piece  3/4  inch  pipe  and  elbow. 

Each  of  the  above  five  (5)  items  wer§  found 
1955  Ford  sedan  owned  by  THOMhS  E.  BLANTON,  SR.,  by 

, Rto* 44  \ L 1 ^ I ^ 

The  following  examinations  and  requests  are  made 
covering  the  listed  items:  >■ 
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(1)  Furnish  type,  usual  use,  and  evaluation  of 
general  availability, 

(2)  Request  the  nails  be  compared  with  material 
previously  furnished  by  Birmingham  letter  dated  9/26/63. 

(3)  Pliers  being  submitted  for  tool  mark  comparisons 
witJj  njaterial  previously  furnished  by  Birmingham  letter  dated 


(4)  Same  comparison  as  requested  for  item  #3. 

(5)  Pipe  and  elbow  submitted  for  comparison  of  tool 
marks  with  material  previously  submitted  by  Birmingham  Office 
by  letter  dated  9/26/63. 

The  above  listed  items  should  be  returned  to  the 
Birmingham  Office  upon  completion  fif  examination  unless  holding 
it  in  the  Laboratory  will  serve  some  future  purpose. 
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FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


FBI,  Birmingham  (107*4193) 


October  19,  1963 


BAPBOKB 


Examination  requested  by: 
Reference; 

Examination  requested: 
Remarks ; 


John  Edgar  Hoovet,  Dlroc 


Birmingham  :X~lQ2 

Alrtel  10/8/63 

Micro mcopic  - Toolmarks 


197-1035-39^ 
90-77545  ci  is 


Beference  1*  made  to  your  lot tor  dated  9/36/63, 
and  Laboratory  report  VC-77373,  B-432066  dated  10/1/63,  la 
your  case  captioned  "URSOBSj  XXPLOSXQM  At  1601  CMTK 
-8TSEKT,  SOUTH,  BIBMXVGHAM,  ALABAMA,  9/39/63;  MT  (Tour  file 
157-407,  But  lie  157-1043)*  s ! 

E I Mo  wire  fragments  alailar  to  the  X2)  wire  found 

jin  Blanton* a Ford  were  found  In  the  defer  la  outwitted  under 
Cover  of  your  letter  of  9/36/63, 

1 The  *33  nails  are  new  and  on  tills  basis,  they  are 
—different  from  the  runty  old  aaeortsant  of  used  nails  re- 
vered In  your  case  157-407.  The  nails  which  were  recovered 

at  the  scene  of  the  explosion  do  sot  appoar  to  have  any  value 
for  cooperative  purposes  with  other  specimens  of  old  nails. 

'x.'bU  — you  will  bo  advised  later  eoneeralag  the  results  of 
toolaark  coeparloons*  After  the  examinations  have  been 
completed,  specimens  *22  through  *26  will  hf  returned  to  you. 

Sncloeuros  (3)  (2  Lab  report)  # 4 t - 

2 - (157-407)  enclosures  (3)  (2  Lab  report) 

1 - Birmingham  (157-391)  Enclosure  (lab  report) 
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FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


To!  FBI, 

Ho: 


Dot*: 

FBI  Fii*  No. 
Lob.  No. 


October  15,  1963 
157-1025^ 
PC-77540  CT  V 


Specimen*  received 


10/10/63 


Ed  insulated  wire  found  under  rear  neat  ox  1955  rare  owned 
by  fboeis  Blanton,  Or. 

123  Five  nolle  found  on  floor  of  Blanton's  Ford 
K24  fair  of  pliers  with  Insulated  grips  found  In  Blanton's 
Ford 

B25  fair  of  Baroalo  slip-joint  pliers  found  in  Blanton's  Ford 
K26  Pipe  nipple  connected  to  street  elbov  found  In  Blanton's 

Ford 


The  B4|N  long  piece  of  gray  Insulated  stranded* 
copper  wire,  specimen  X22,  which  was  found  In  Blanton's 
automobile  is  an  old  wire  wade  primarily  for  automotive 
wiring.  Zt  la  an  lB-gauge  wire  consisting  of  16  copper 
strands.  Wire,  such  as  123,  is  available  at  most  automo- 
tive supply  stores,  garages  and  at  many  service  stations. 
The  manufacturer  of  the  K22  wire  could  not  be  determined, 

the  X2S  nails  are  new  10  d |T0  penny)  cement- 
costed  bon  nails. 
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t-EDERAL  BUkEAU  Oh'  INVbS'J  IGA  l ION 
UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 


Laboratory  Work  Sheet 


File#  157-1025  --  3'l  $ 

Lab.  # PC-77545  CW  IJ  £ 


Examination  requested  by: 
Examination  requested: 
Result  of  Examination: 
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SAC,  EIKLINGIIAtl  (157-352) 
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Date  received:  10/1Q/G3  RALI 
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Specimens  submitted  for  examination 

K22  Insulated  wire  found  under  rear  seat  of  1955  Ford  owned  by 
Thomas  Blanton,  Sr. 

K23  Five  nails  found  on  floor  of  Blanton's  Ford 
1124  Pair  of  fliers  with  insulated  grips  found  in  Blanton's  Ford 
K25  Pair  6f  Barcalo  slip— joint  pliers  found  in  Blanton's  Ford 
1123  Pipe  nipple  connected  to  street  elbow  found  >n  Bhnfons 
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Transmit  the  following  in 


Date:  10/8/63 

(Type  in  plain  text  or  code ) 

....  AIR  MATT,  

(Priority  or  Method  of  Mailing) 


TO:  DIRECTOR,  FBI 

Qr  ATTENTION:  FBI  LABORATORY 
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?£«:  SAC, 
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BIRMINGHAM  (157-352) 


S UBJECT : BA  PBOMB 
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a Tbe  abop  should  be  examined  in  connection  with 
Chur Ih evlfrence  fou?d  at  the  scene  of  16th  Street  Baptist 
Church  Upon  completion  of  examination  of  the  enclosures 
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FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


FBI,  Birmingham  (157*352) 


BAFBOMB 


Examination  requested  by: 
Reference: 

Examination  requested: 
Remarks: 


FBI,  Birmingham 
Air tel  10/8/63 
Microscopic 


October  14,  1963 


John  Edqar  Hoover,  Director 


FBI  File  No. 


Lab.  No.  ^ _ a 

SEC-  122^0*S  ct 


a..  112 


Specimens  Q27  end  Q28_»jE.e_e: 


elr  ultimate 


2.  C>8 


Enclosures  (4)  (2  Lab  report,  Q27  and  Q28) 


Belmont  _ 

Mohr  . 

Casper  — . 
Callahan  . 
Conrad  __ 
DeLogch, . 

Evab’f - 

Gale  

Rosen  

Sullivan  _ 

Tcvel  - 

Trotter  _ 
Tele.  Roo 
Holmes  — 
Gandy  — 


P I? 

~£-£' 


7-lb 


REPORT 
of  the 


FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


To!  FBI,  Birmingham 
Re:  BAF90HB 


Date: 

FBI  File  No. 
Lab.  No. 


October  14,  1963 
157-1025 
PC-77544  Cf 


Specimens  received 


10/10/63 


Q27  Eveready  Mo.  >9,  1.4  volts  battery  found  in  1600  block 
of  16th  Street  . ^ ^ 

Q28  Short  piece  of  insulated  vlre  with  terminals  attached 
at  each  end 


Besults  of  examinations 

The  physical  condition  of  the  battery  and  the  mire 
connector  does  not  indicate  that  they  had  been  close  to  an 
explosion. 


The  Mo.  X9  Eveready  battery  is  in  an  operable 
condition.  No  battery  parts  or  batteries  have  been  previously 
submitted  in  this  case. 

Specimen  Q28  appears  to  be  a wire  connector  for  use 
in  an  automobile.  No  similar  sire  has  been  previously 
submitted  in  this  case. 
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Laboratory  Work  Sheet 


Fiie  # 157-1025  / 

Lab.  # pc- 77544 


Examination  requested  by: 
Examination  requested: 
Result  of  Examination: 


SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (Air  10/S) 


Microscopic  (met)  Date  received:  10/10/63  r t 


syi  Specimens  submitted  for  examination 

027  Bveready  nwrabe*-  EO,  1.4  volts  battery  found  in  1600  block 
of  16th  Street 

Q2S  Short  piece  of  insulated  wire  with  terminals  attached  at  eachfi  e; 
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to/iRECTOR  EBt  /1 57-1025/  AND  SAC  BIRMINGHAM  ^ 

FROM  SAC  NEW  ORLEANS  /157-1294/  1-PAGE  ' 

^PBO^L  00  BIRMINGHAM.  * 

ORLEANS  TELETYPE  OCTOBER  THREE  LAST.  — 

ONE  INTERVIEW  CONDUCTED  TODAY.  NO  PERTINENT  INFORMATION^ 

OBTAINED.  THIRTEEN  REMAIN  TO  BE  INTERVIEWED.  / ^ - 

, 12OCT10  1SS8 

end  and  ack  pls • -3  


12  OCT  10  «S8 
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T-r 

radiogram 


TO  SAC,  HEW  ORLEANS  <157-1294) 
from  DIRECTOR,  FBI  <157-1025)-  ^CO 


URGENT 

If  no  contact  today,  -send 
by  urgent  tel  plain  text. 


BAPBOKB 

RENOTEL  OCTOBER  FOUR  LAST  INDICATING  THIRTEEN  INTERVIEWS  IN 
KLANSMEN  DASH  HATE  GROUPS  REMAINING.  IT  APPEARS  INTERVIEWS  WITH 
KLANSMEN  ARE  NOT  BEING  CONDUCTED  WITH  THE  REQUIRED  PREFERRED 

4rtMmTfHTA\T  w«  w/vntm  mrtTo  met?  ve  nv  toywtot  TunrtnT AWPP  Aim 

Ali&niAVII|  XX  J3.BJ>nvr  HVIAM  laio  WUUJI  AW  v*  AarwMiiuiv^ 

OF  NATIONWIDE  INTEREST.  FURNISH  EXPLANATION  AS  TO  WHY  SUCH  AN 
EXTENDED  PERIOD  IS  NECESSARY  FOR  COMPLETION.  INTERVIEWS  WITH 
KLANSMEN  REGARDED  AS  PARTICULARLY  PERTINENT  AND  THIS  PHASE  OF 
INVESTIGATION  IN  THE  NEW  ORLEANS  DIVISION  MUST  BE  IMMEDIATELY 
RESOLVED.  BIRMINGHAM  ADVISED  BY  MAIL. 

1 - BIRMINGHAM  <157-352) 


HET/ras 

(4) 

NOTE: 


Current  suspects  in  the  Birmingham  area  have  Klan  connectic 


7 


and  New  Orleans  and  otner  ooutnern  on  ices  nave  oeeu  iuiervu;wxuS 
members  of  Klan  and  hate  groups  as  possible  suspects  in  order  to 
insure  this  phase  of  investigation  promptly  completed.  New  Orleans 
is  being  instructed  by  radiogram  to  expedite  remaining  interviews. 
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